Astronomy Class Rules, Regulations and other stuff- Mrs. Tomb’s Physics Class 
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Course Description

Astronomy is the study of the sun, moon, stars, planets, comets, gas, galaxies, gas, dust and other non-Earthly bodies and phenomena. This course provides an in-depth study of our solar system, stars and constellations, the structure of the universe, and the dynamic nature of the cosmos. 
The course is designed to be useful to students having widely differing backgrounds and career plans. Laboratory work is a vital and essential part of this course. As much as possible, students will have a "hands-on" involvement with the material so as to actually see and experience what it is that is being learned. Students should expect to have an assignment every day.
Student Learning
Learning is a highly individual and personal process. There is nothing anyone can do to make you learn something. You must attend to the process of learning. You must strive to comprehend the concepts and you must practice much like an athlete would practice for an athletic contest. Learning is not a passive event, but it is a process that involves discipline, perseverance, and motivation. Studying is your practice; the more you do, the better you will perform. Completing homework assignments is only one component of studying.
Mrs. Tomb’s role
While it is your responsibility to attend to the learning process, as your instructor it is my responsibility to intend for you to learn astronomy. I will select and structure activities that will provide opportunities for you to understand the concepts and learn to solve appropriate problems. I will provide examples for how to solve problems, collect and analyze data, and draw conclusions. I will monitor your progress and give you knowledge of your progress. In the end, I will determine the extent to which you have mastered the material in the class.
Course Objectives (Learning Outcomes):
This course is intended as a survey of basic astronomy concepts with an emphasis on practical applications. By the end of the year, students will have developed an understanding of each of the topics covered and should be able to do the following:

·  Formulate hypotheses referencing prior research and knowledge.

·  Design procedures to test hypotheses.

· Conduct systematic controlled experiments to test hypotheses

· Apply simple statistical methods to make predictions and test the accuracy of results.

· Report, display, and defend the results of investigations to audiences.

· Explain the criteria that scientists use to evaluate the validity of scientific claims and theories.

Guidelines/Rules/Reminders:
I will be following and enforcing all guidelines in the Student Handbook in addition to the following: 
1. Be seated in your assigned seat and have all necessary materials for class: books, binders, pencils, paper, and calculators. If you are unprepared and not in your seat when the bell rings, I will consider you tardy. – I do bell work often and you won’t receive all the points. [image: image2.wmf]
2. Do not come tardy without an agenda and a signature from a teacher or staff member.  I will not tolerate excuses unless fortified by a pass or note from a teacher or parent. 
3. You must respect the rights of the other students to learn. If you are asked to stop inappropriate behavior you will stop disrupting class immediately. If you are asked a 2nd, you will receive a school detention and a call home. 3rd request - you will be removed from the classroom and receive a failing grade for any grades incurred for that class period. This applies to all reviews, assignments, tests, and even 
the final test. THE MOST COMMON VIOLATION IS TALKING IN CLASS WHEN YOU SHOULD BE LISTENING. [image: image3.png]oo B




4. I will not tolerate cellular phones, headsets, or any other recreational technological devices other than a calculator in the classroom. They will be confiscated if detected, including games on calculators.  When confiscated, it is an automatic discipline referral and the device is sent to the assistant principal. [image: image4.wmf]
5. Absolutely no eating, drinking or selling candy during class. I will throw away any food or drink brought into my classroom. We will be working with hazardous chemicals that can contaminate your food or drink and result in much unpleasantness. All students will sign a lab agreement in greater detail about lab behavior. [image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]  Plus it is just plain rude!!!
6. Copying work is a form of cheating. Learning science requires that you practice and work problems on your own to grasp the concepts. Copying will only leave you stranded during a test or lab. If I catch you cheating (and I am looking) I will confiscate your work and you will receive a ZERO. The student providing answers is as guilty as the student copying, and each will receive a score of ZERO on that assignment. A second offence will result in an E for the nine weeks. A third offence may result in the failure of the course. [image: image7.wmf]
7. During class you are only to be working on what I assign. Doing work from other classes is prohibited unless I have given you permission to do so. I will inform other teachers that you were doing their work in my class and confiscate that work. 
8. You have 2 days for each day of excused absence to turn in make up work for credit. At the end of the day, I will place your missed work in the homework bin with you name on it and I’ll will mark a U or E on the top. That will tell me if you were excused or unexcused for that day. Just check the bind to see if you missed any worksheets or any other stuff. Notes must be obtained from other classmates.  Missed labs and tests must be made up after school according to my schedule. If you are an unexcused absence – a zero will be given for a test if you miss it – Ouch.  It is your responsibility to find out what was missed and make up the work on time. Work not made up on time receives a grade of zero. If you miss class to attend a field trip, meeting or other school activity, you must notify me at least 2 days beforehand to receive the work that you will be missing. In these cases you have one day to turn in or make up any assignments. 

9. All homework must be completed and ready to be checked at the beginning of class. You will not be permitted to go to your locker to get homework; all work must be in class when it begins. – Just put it in the proper bind at the beginning of class.
10. No assignments will be given over breaks.

11. Binders: I will require each student to keep a neat and well organized binder. Keeping a binder will allow you to keep track of your grade. I will be checking and grading binders after each test. All binders should contain this syllabus, formula sheets, and all other reference sheets I pass out. Credit will not be given for missing documents. Hint – well kept binder will benefit you at final time.
           Binder Requirements:
All students are required to have a 1-2” binder. (I will give to September 4th and yes any year year, 2017 to have it or points will be lost).
It must contain all work up to the current date 3-hole punched and in the appropriate section/chapter.  
     *3-Ring Binder –. Name, course and class periods will be written in permanent marker on front and sides. 

     * Organization – all materials must be in the order assigned, starting with the beginning of the year

     * 2 card-stock handouts and this syllabus must be present at the front of the binder under the general.

     * Neatness – all information in the binder must be readable. Sloppy, scattered or illegible writing or crumpled pages will receive a grade that reflects the effort. 

    * You may keep you binder in class in the appropriate bookcase.
Grading:
All grades are submitted based on the amount of points accumulated per quarter and are weighted which means the total points possible from the following areas: 
          *Tests:  Worth 5 - 100 points.  Tests will be given based on the material covered in class, not strictly from the book.  Generally, there will always be a test or quest following a chapter in the book.  Tests include multiple 
choice, short answer/extended responses, true/false, matching, some drawing or diagramming. Quizzes will be announced or unannounced. Bell quizzes are given at the beginning of class. (Worth 50% of grade)

       *Classwork/Labs: Labs are generally worth a minimum 30 points. (See Lab Report Handout for format) This is HUGE part of the grade. Classwork is always collected and is worth 5-40 points based on the amount of work required for each assignment. (Worth classwork is 20% and labs are 20% of grade)

          *Homework: Worth 5-25 points based on the amount of work required for each assignment.  Homework assignments are given weekly, blogs and mainly “flipped” notes. (Worth 10% of grade) 
          *Participation and Preparedness: Points will vary and only are given for Positive Participation. Positive Participation will be taken into consideration when grades are being averaged for report cards. (I frown upon “whining” about assignments – I am a bit like Santa, “I know when you have been bad or good, so be good for goodness sakes...”)  This is added in at the end of the quarter in the form of extra credit and can be up to 2% of grade. [image: image8.wmf]
    Personal Comment on Grading: - As you can see from the above Grading Policy – It is very difficult to fail. It has been my experience, the students who fail for some reason do not turn in their assignments/labs and/or classwork – bottom line don’t be an attendance issue. Your assignments and labs are roughly 50% of your grade. Science is best learned from doing not memorizing facts; therefore, the grading scale benefits the students who do quality work in class and who turn their work on time.  – Translation everyday matters!
Grading done by District Guidelines

100-90% A

89-80% B

79-70% C

69-60 D

60 Below E
Interim Progress Reports: Grades are posted in powerschool in a timely matter. Parents are encouraged to check their student’s progress. The Board of Education policy states that a student must pass one 9 week grading period each semester. A student will have failed for the year if he/she fails both grading periods of the second semester, regardless of the points accumulated. 
Materials Required Everyday:

-Your textbook 

- Graphing Notebook for Lab Reports 

-2” 3 ring binder 

- Scientific Calculator – one with at least an exponent button, (looks something like - EXP, EE, 10x) and trig functions.
-Loose leaf notebook paper 
-Pencils and Pens (Black or Blue ink ONLY)

Binders will have to be separate from others (i.e. no “super binder” with multiple class’s info) and contain specific handouts in a neat and orderly fashion for the entire year for credit.
General Information:
I check my email everyday including the weekend, if notification of a grade/situation is urgent it is best to email me!  My personal email: chris.tomb@WESchools.org Some student projects are optional group work, students may choose to work alone!  Homework or Assignments are due at the beginning of class when collected. –Big pet peeve – Don’t ask to go to your locker to get your homework/assignment – it will be still be considered late.  I have a website with all the class assignments, notes, link you name it is there - www.tombphysics.weebly.com 

Extra Credit – On rare occasions I’ll give extra credit but when I do… it’s definitely worth doing. 

Teaching Mission Statement:

 I will inspire my students to understand that learning is a process. Learning is a type of process which always amazing, it is around every corner and it is never ending. I will educate my students to recognize learning is also a process of self discovery, self realization and most importantly, learning is a process in which everyone can succeed. 
“The greater danger for most of us lies not in setting our aim too high and falling short; but in setting our aim too low, and achieving our mark.” - Michelangelo 
Cell & Electronic Gadget Policy – Addendum 

1. All cells phone and other electronic gadgets are not needed (unless instructed) in astronomy classroom; therefore, they should not be used. 

2. The BASKET method will be employed. If an electronic device is out during class, I will ask you nicely to please put it in the basket on my desk (I will return immediate after class ends).  I expect you nicely to place it in the basket- if you refused, I will kindly ask you to go to office and a discipline referral will be written for insubordination.  Students are losing valuable time on task due the disruption the electronic device.

3. If at ANYTIME during a TEST, QUIZ, CLASSWORK, OR LABS are being conducted and the cell phone is out (even if you only have it out) – you WILL RECEIVE AN IMMEDIATE ZERO FOR WHATEVER you are/were working on.

Unfortunately this extremely consequences are from many years of past experiences with students who like to take pictures of the test/classwork. Students are constantly checking twitter, instragram and texts during class - constantly interfering with the learning process.  Students need to understand how and when to use their electronics properly. 

I have read and fully understand the policies listed in the syllabus and the addendum. 

------------cut-----------------cut-------------------------cut---------------------cut-------------------

Student Signature______________________________ Date:____________________

Parent’s Signature______________________________Date:________________________
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